BAMENDA VISIT 14th – 22nd FEBRUARY 2014
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the formal link between the
Portsmouth and Bamenda dioceses

14th February
Twenty seven delegates from Portsmouth Diocese, led by Bishop Egan left Heathrow
Airport early in the morning and arrived in the evening at a very hot and chaotic airport in
Douala. We were greeted by Fr. Michael Bibi. We were picked up by two mini buses driven
by Denis and Peter. For most of us this was our main means of transport for the rest of the
stay. We stayed the night at the Bano Palace Hotel.

15th February
We left hotel, Cardinal’s Residence, Archbishop’s
House and Cathedral House for Bamenda at 9 am.
There followed an 8 hour journey on some tarred
but potholed and very dusty roads.
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On the way we stopped at many rudimentary toll stations and each time were besieged by
roadside vendors trying to sell us local food and drink. Half way through the journey we
stopped at a convent and were given refreshments by the nuns. It was a welcome oasis of
peace and tranquillity.

We arrived at the Bamenda Pastoral Centre (home for the next week) in the evening to be
greeted by Laura Tufon, Srs. Colette and Sheila and other members of the welcoming
committee. The Bishop and Father James went direct to Archbishop’s House.

16th February
We started the day with a very lively Mass celebrated by Bishop Philip at St Paul’s Mission
Station, Nkwem (part of the Parish of All Saints, Bavello). Loud singing, drum beats and
traditional dancing were incorporated into a 2 hour service.
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After Mass we headed off for Lunch at Archbishop’s House where we received a very warm
welcome from Archbishop Cornelius Esua and Auxiliary Bishop Agapitus.
Following lunch we visited Our Lady of Lourdes College in Mankon. This is a Boarding
School for about 700 girls. They entertained us with singing and dancing as well as a few
humorous sketches. The audience appreciated it when they got members of the
delegation (in particular Bishop Philip) to join in some traditional dancing.

Next stop was Sacred Heart College a boarding school for about 872 boys. Attended
Evening Prayer and Benediction and then were entertained with music and excellent
singing.

3

17th February
Bishop Philip celebrated Mass at St Edmund’s Mission Station (part of the Parish of St.
Teresa, Azire). At the end of Mass, he installed the Blessed Sacrament for the first time in
the tabernacle in the church. He was then entertained with dancing and had lunch in the
catechist’s house adjacent to the church.

Group 1
In the morning travelled to Fundong to visit St. Jude’s Nursery School. Children of
about 3 to 4 sang a welcoming song, while slightly older children played drums and very
basic African percussion instruments.
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We then went on to the Primary School, which is twinned with St. Peter’s Primary School
in Winchester. Children welcomed us with singing and dancing. A young boy of about 8
read out a welcoming address. Jessie, who is a teacher at St. Peter’s, addressed the school
children then gave the teachers gifts and letters and drawings done by the children from
her school. The children then in turn gave gifts they had made e.g. drawings and
embroidery.

We visited Njinikom Parish. We were greeted by the choir singing and dancing. We
were invited to join in. This was followed by an address from the Chairman of the Parish
Council. Father Anthony Gatt, who ministered in Bamenda many years ago, gave the
response in pidgin language. This was greatly appreciated.
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From there walked to Njinikom Hospital accompanied by choir and musicians singing
and dancing all the way. The hospital is very well run by Sr. Xaveria. Project Hope has
received some contributions from St Colman with St Paul Parish, Cosham (who have had a
regular link with the Hospital for a number of years) and from general Bamenda Funds in
the past. Anti Retroviral medicines are provided free by the government but the hospital
makes its own IV fluids e.g. saline solutions and eye ointments. This makes a big difference
to the expense of treating patients. There is a great emphasis on educating the general
public about HIV and Aids and removing the stigma attached to sufferers. In addition the
hospital has a department dedicated to helping their families.

Group 2
This group consisted mainly of the students and teachers
from Bishops Challoner. They visited their twinned school
St Bede’s College in Ashing with other members of the
delegation. Father Paul the Principal and his Deputy
showed the group around the school complex. There are
about 807 pupils from 11-18 years old (sometimes 50 to a
class). Pupils are from Cameroon but also USA and
Nigeria. At the Assembly there were speeches, singing
and dancing including traditional dancing.
Bishop
Challoner pupils and staff ended up on the stage joining
in the dancing. Gifts were given and received (Bishop
Challoner had brought along some sports equipment).
Lunch was taken with Fr Paul, members of staff and senior
prefects in his residence. Before we left the teachers tried
to teach the male prefects rugby!
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18th February
Group 1
We visited Akum Parish; Akatening Church; Health Centre; Primary School; Treasure
Centre a centre for disabled and mentally handicapped children and Morning Star a
centre for deaf and dumb children.
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Group 2
We visited Ndop Church and St. Peter and Paul Primary School. This is a new church
that is not yet finished. In spite of this, the church is already in use. Children from the
school welcomed us with songs and dancing. Father Cosmos made an address during
which he explained how all parishioners were encouraged to contribute something
however small to the building of a new church. For example families were asked to
provide such items as a pew, a plank of wood or a bag of cement and any other useful
contribution no matter how small that they might be able to afford. The school is now
being twinned with St. Finian’s Primary School. Laura, daughter of the Head teacher of St.
Finian’s, presented gifts from the school.

Bamessing Presbytery much still to be done on this building.
The Health Centre at Berkow – Visited this basic rural health centre where they have
been engaged in an admirable struggle to provide a 24 hr service 7 days a week with
minimal staff and resources. Sr. Sheila (Health Co-ordinator) reports that she has been able
to increase the staffing from 3 to 5 (2 qualified nurses,
one unqualified, a lab technician and a cleaner).
Electricity is now available from the supply along the
main road. It is felt that the growing population in the
area (it serves 20,000) require a more developed centre
and it had been hoped that the local Fon might provide
some additional land. Consideration is now being given
to expanding the existing buildings.
Babanki Tungo Health Centre This centre is now being
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run by the Sisters of the Cross religious order. Developments in recent years, which were
funded in part by Portsmouth Bamenda Funds, have seen two new wings built, one of
which includes an operating theatre. The theatre is now ready to function since furniture
arrived from a US sponsor and the surgical instruments were provided by Clinicare. Dr
Vivian visits monthly but ideally there should be another doctor to support the routine
operations and to provide general consultation. Clinicare were recently fortunate to secure
a Guernsey overseas aid grant of £7,500 to purchase a generator for the Health Centre and
an air conditioning unit for the operating theatre. We were given a tour of the centre and
a warm welcome by the crowd who had gathered to greet us.

Group 3
St Paul’s College, Akum was visited by the Bishops Challenor delegation. Interesting
discussions took place between teachers from both schools about the similarity of
problems they encountered in dealing with youngsters.
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Group 4
Christ the King Primary School, Mbengwi
This school is being twinned with St. John’s
Primary School, Portsmouth, gifts were
exchanged. 211 pupils, 8 teachers. The school
is very basic, the main issue is security, doors
and windows cannot be locked therefore
books and any other equipment cannot be
stored. There is also a need for cupboards.
The school is renting an additional house
further up the hill where items can be kept
secured. Water is a big issue, the children
need to collect the water from the parish
church or a fountain which is a long walk
away.
St Joseph’s College

Mbengwi Parish
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Group 5
Kedjom Keku Parish, Kezon Mission Station and Bambui Seminary. Group left at 10
am for a 40km drive to Kezon Mission Station (a quasi Parish). Met by Fr Antoninas and
parishioners, and the Bishop was ‘danced’ into the church. This is a small church which
has been renovated with the help of Portsmouth Diocese. Still a lot of work to be done.
After speeches and gifts exchanged the group were invited out doors for traditional
dancing and photographs.

Moved onto the Major Seminary (St Thomas Aquinas) and was met by Fr Ellis (the Vice
Rector) and Fr Henri (Librarian). The Bishop and group were shown around the grounds,
the Library and Archives and ended in the chapel to join the students in Midday Prayer, at
the end of which the Bishop addressed the 260 seminarians and the staff. Fr. Peter Codd
was delighted to meet a seminarian whom he had baptised as a baby during his time
working as a Fidei Donum priest in Bamenda (1976-82). All received a prayer card. Lunch
was had with the staff.

On the return journey the group popped into the nearby Dominican Monastery where
there are 23 Sisters. They run a retreat centre.
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19th February
Main Celebration Day. Pontifical High Mass at St. Joseph’s Metropolitan Cathedral in
Mankon. Archbishop Cornelius Esua invited Bishop Philip to be the principal celebrant at
the diocesan Mass of Thanksgiving for the 40 years of the link between Bamenda and
Portsmouth. The Cathedral was packed with thousands of joyful, reverent worshippers for
a Mass, which lasted about 3½ hours including speeches and exchanging of gifts. The
Mass was followed by reception in the adjacent hall.

20th February
Group 1
Visit to Esu Parish. Esu School has 123 children, no running water, pit toilets. In a very
densely populated area. Equal numbers of Muslims and Christians. They get on well
together. The Youth and Women Empowerment Project has received, in addition to help
from Portsmouth, a grant of £13,000 from Guernsey Overseas Aid. The plan is to provide
training in sewing and knitting. Need to know cost of equipment such as sewing
machines and cloth, also cost of bringing in electricity.
Group 2
Visit to Wum. Health Centre The matron is now Sr. Jacenta. The incubator here was
funded jointly by Clinicare and a youth group from Bournemouth. The toilet and shower
block funded by Bamenda funds is not pretty but functional.
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St Martin de Porres Primary School – very basic. Portsmouth has donated money for
renovation.

John Paul II Secondary School about 35 hectares of land, 255 children. Members of the
delegation were formally greeted by the Vice Principal. Very basic for a Secondary School,
minimal equipment. Has a farm. Computers are working need 2 to 5 more. Before lunch
listened to speeches.

Group 3
Visit to Bamenda Central Prison. Met by Sr. Dorothy. Welcomed by prison guards and
then taken into the prison courtyard where we were entertained with music and dancing
by the adult male prisoners and the juvenile prisoners.
A representative of the prisoners addressed us and
thanked us for the monetary help from Portsmouth
which made it possible to provide them with extra
food every Thursday, improve the workshops, the
latrines and the yard; also a Prison Officer addressed
us and the chief Catechist. Fr. Vincent made a
response. Promised that we would continue to see
what we could do to help. There are about 500
prisoners of which 22 juveniles and 12 women. They
presented the group with some gifts and Fr Vincent
presented Sr Dorothy with practical items (soap, toothbrushes etc).
Saw how the money from Portsmouth has been put to use. A wall dividing the male and
female prisoners has been constructed, improvements to the water supply, improvements
to one of the cellblocks for the female prisoners. The second block is still very basic. We
also saw a new block for training juveniles. This has no equipment as yet so not in use.
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Ntenefor Mission Station. Martin, the Project Manager of the church, showed the group
the new church which was started in 2012 on the same site as the old one which had been
pulled down due to the roof collapsing. The old church was financially supported by
Portsmouth. The community decided that the new church should be bigger than the
original. Lovely church but much still remains to be done, nevertheless is in use. When
Church is complete they hope to help other missions. The committee, chaired by Simon,
were invited to make an application for help. To date the community has raised 33 m cfa
(£44,000) to build what they have now.
We were taken to another site (not on the itinerary), which used to be St. John Mary
Vianney Catholic Church with a primary school nearby. Again the roof had collapsed and
the church was pulled down. Two classrooms are being used to say Mass at the moment.
The plan is build a new and bigger church. So far nothing has been done. Long way to go
but the Parish Council was anxious to show us the land and explain their ambitious
projects.
Went to Ntaafi to see Our Lady of Fatima – a beautiful church, which the parishioners
consider to be better than the Cathedral. The original church is now used as a community
hall where we were entertained by masked Ju-Ju dancers.
The Parish Council plan to build a house for the priest (Father Viktor) on a large plot
adjacent to the Church. Ended the day with lunch at a parishioner’s house (wife of past
Ambassador to Italy)
Group 4
Widikum Parish. Visit St. Benedict’s College where members of the delegation met a
gap year student. Mass for 1 ½ hours followed by a tour of the school. Chairman of the
PTA produced a shopping list of the school’s needs one of which is a dormitory for the
boys. The girls are well provided for. There was also a request for aid for a chapel and
other items. This is a very young school. Recently twelve children were hospitalised due to
waterborne diseases. There is a computer room with 2 machines but no internet access. Mr
Corish thought it would be good to send more gap year students in future to help in the
school providing there is a very rigorous selection process.
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Group 5
Batibo Parish Met Fr. Joseph at the Church. Mass was said with a number of Christians
and a few children from the school. Fr. Joseph gave the homily and referred to the
support they had received and the bond between Portsmouth and Bamenda. The new
church has a roof – needs more tiles and benches.

21st February
Morning spent by delegates, not in Group 1 or 2, listening to presentation by members of
the Archdiocese Pastoral Committee team Consisted of: Radio Evangelium; Social
Services; Pastoral Foundation; Health; Bepha (Bamenda Ecclesiastical Province Health
Assistance) a non profit organisation; St. Blaise Clinic; Family Life; Justice and Peace; Social
Communications; Bakery and Youth Movement.
Group 1
Bishops Challenor students and teachers spent the day at St Bede’s College. The BC
students had great fun taking part in the school day especially sports activities. Bishops
Challenor is determined and very committed to this partnership. Both schools can gain
from professional dialogue, student dialogue and issues with curriculum.
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Group 2
This group visited Radio Evangelium for a live interview
(which in the end had to be recorded due to technical
problems).
Group 3
After lunch visit to St. Joseph Primary School, Mankon –
a school which is twinned with St Swithun’s in Portsmouth. After the traditional welcome
of singing and dancing from the children we visited the classrooms. They seemed to be
reasonably well equipped with desks and chairs. Teachers are very resourceful and seem
well organised. They organise their lessons a week in advance and this checked and
approved by the headmaster. Appears to be a good teacher/pupil ratio. Apparently no
more than 35 children to a teacher. Could do with more work books. This can be expensive
for a family with more than one child at school. There is a computer room with a large
number of old computers only 4 working. Although we arrived after the end of the school
day there was one class of about 30 children still being taught. These are children who
were being given extra help due to the fact that at home there is no English spoken just
pidgin and the local dialect. Another problem some of them have is lack of electricity so
unable to do homework at home. Finally other classrooms were being used for adult
classes. These start from 3pm and go on until 8. The students tend to work during the day
and in this way can pay for their education. Seemed to be studying for their A Levels. Went
into an A Level English class which was studying a Shakespearian play.

A visit to St. Teresa School in Azire – This school is twinned with Springhill Primary
School in Southampton, gifts were presented. We arrived after the school had officially
finished however the children had been kept behind. Margaret, the Head teacher (still
with walking stick due to broken ankle) took us to all the classes! We also viewed ‘the
wall’ which we have paid for to increase security on the site. It is nearly completed (men
were actually working on it). Attended an Assembly (noisy!) in the hall where there was
singing and dancing. Presents were exchanged and the children raised the roof when we
presented the gifts from Springhill (leaded and coloured pencils, erasers, tennis balls,
rulers, wall map of the world, and letters from pupils). We ended in the Parish House (Fr
Joseph) with the staff for
light refreshments. The
challenge is to improve
communications
between
them
and
Springhill (Fr Joseph
talked about installing
internet facilities!).
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Group 4
A visit to The Catholic University which is rapidly expanding.
Group 5
Meeting with the Education Committee at the Education Secretariat and then a Joint
Committee Meeting at Archbishop’s House
Whole Delegation
A final meal at the Archbishop’s House

22nd February

Members of the delegation left Bamenda and eventually arrived back in the UK on the 23rd
February
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