Local Parish Supports Education Project

Bamenda Sunday 2012
3/4th November
Welcome to the Bamenda Briefing

.

St. Joseph’s Parish, Copnor have been working with the ‘Achama Up’
community in Bamenda. They have created a building which functions
as a school and a parish church. The whole community gathered to
greet the Portsmouth delegation which visited in January 2012,
walking 4 hours into the hills to meet everyone.
This briefing is only a snapshot of our work. Visit our
website to find out more information. Would your
Parish or School like to support a Bamenda project?
If so, get in touch, details below.

Bamenda Committee
Chairman: Mr Colm Lennon
12 Murdoch Road
Wokingham
Berks RG40 2DE
 01189 788383
Email: clennon@bamendaandportsmouth.com

Children at Esu Parish

Thank you for your support.

Cheques payable to ‘PRCDTR Bamenda Committee’ or ‘The Bamenda Fund’
Members: Miss Paula Medd, Mrs Jo Overton, Mr Sean Tucker,
Ms Catherine Waters-Clark, Miss Sylvia Foster, Fr. Vincent Harvey,
Mrs Elizabeth White, Mr Robert Hayes, Mrs Rosemary Farrow,
Mr Giddeon Angafor, Fr. James McAuley, .

www.bamendaandportsmouth.com

Bringing Water to Village Communities
The Bamenda Social Welfare Commission aided the
rural hill villages in the Ambele zone to identify a need
for basic hygiene facilities. With the help of Portsmouth
Bamenda funds a Pit Toilet project has installed toilets
and showers that are accessible for the whole
community including those with disabilities.
Sr. Benedicta takes a drink of the water now being
safely captured from its source for the villagers. A
catchment tank now needs to be built to pipe water to
the whole of the community. Interested in supporting a
social welfare project?

St. Joseph’s Youth Club Christchurch
tell us how they started their Bamenda Link
“We felt that although we meet to have fun and prayer, we should have a
charity focus. Fr. Ron came to talk to the youth club and give a presentation on the
Bamenda charity. It really touched the hearts of all the young people who wanted to
help by contributing towards a new incubator. So we started with a ‘Bamenda’ box
where loose change could be put after spending at the tuck shop! Then the young
people organised a bacon and sausage butty sale after Mass which was a great
success.

Sr. Olive shows us the broken incubator
We raised £233 which we presented to Fr. Ron before
we finished for the summer. At our last session Claire
and Megan, our helpers, had wet sponges thrown at
them for 20p a time to bring our total up even further!”
Maggie Belcher – Youth club leader

Greetings to all on behalf of the Bamenda Committee
In the past year we have welcomed Mr, Pat Feighery (St Edmunds
Parish) onto our Committee. Sadly, one of our longest serving members,
Sylvia Livingston (English Martyrs, Reading), has resigned on health
grounds. Sylvia will be greatly missed but will continue to raise support for
our various projects. We wish her well and thank her for all her efforts over
the years.
Earlier this year Jo Overton and Pat Feighery accompanied by Fr. Ron Hishon our former
Chairperson, visited Bamenda to see, at first hand, the progress being made on the
various projects we are supporting. The highlight of the trip was the formal opening by
Fr. Ron of the new 32 bed dormitory at the Pastoral Centre which was celebrated with a
High Mass. This building is in constant use for the training of Catechists and those
attending courses or on retreat. It was largely funded by your generous contributions.
Since our last briefing Frs. Bonaventure Ndong Che (St Joseph’s Tilehurst, Reading)
and Fr Thomas Amungwa (St Joseph’s, Basingstoke) have arrived and settled into their
new parishes. We wish them well in their ministries. Their services, addressing the
shortage of priests in our diocese, demonstrates that the benefits of our relationship with
Bamenda is a two way process to our mutual benefit.
In 2014 we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of our twinning with Bamenda. To
mark this occasion we are planning events both here and in Bamenda which will involve
representatives of our two communities coming together. Watch Portsmouth People for
further details.

Mr. Colm Lennon - Chair, Bamenda Committee

A word from our Treasurer - Bob Hayes
We know how difficult it is these days to continually ask you to be generous with your
giving but that is exactly what we are doing. Our main source of income is from the
annual second collection on Bamenda Sunday. Over the last few years this has proved
to be insufficient and we have had to take money from our capital reserves in order to
fund the various projects we support in Bamenda.
Please remember our brothers and sisters in Bamenda on the 4th November and be as
generous in supporting them as you can. Thank you.

